
Date: 02/1412011

Committee: House Education

Department: Education

Person Testifying: Kathryn S. Matayoshi, Superintendent of Education

Title of Bill: RB 1380,HD1(hscrl35) RELATING TO HAWAII-GROWN PRODUCE.

Purpose of Bill: Establishes the farm-to-school program in the department of education to

increase the procurement of locally-grown fruits and vegetables.

Establishes the Hawaii-grown fresh fruit and vegetable program to increase

schoolchildren’s access to Hawaii produce. Establishes the farmers to food

banks pilot program.

Department’s Position: There are several components to Section A (the portion that applies to the

Department of Education) of this bill.

(1) Establishes a farm-to-school program in Department of Education

(DOE) to increase the procurement of locally grown produce. While DOE

supports the procurement of locally grown produce, the barriers to DOE’S

increased procurement of local produce are largely outside DOE’s control.

DOE respectfully suggests that the Department of Agriculture (DOA) is a

more appropriate agency to take the responsibility for a farm-to-school

program. DOE is willing to be an active participant in such a program.

(2) Establishes the Hawaii-grown fresh fruit and vegetable program

modeled after the current federally funded Fresh Fruits and Vegetable

Program (FFVP). DOE is supportive of such a program. However, we

need to point out that funds would be needed to implement it. Factoring

the 85 eligible schools (not including the schools participating in the



federal program), enrollment in qualifying schools, times the minimum cost

per student, the projected general fund baseline appropriation requirement

will be $2.8 million annually. This is based on the United States

Department of Agriculture FFVP criterion of approximately $63 per student

cost for the current program. Included in the $2.8 million cost would be

additional full- and part-time positions: grant manager, procurement

specialist, data entry clerk, accountant, and cafeteria helpers.

(3) Authorizes DOE to use produce from school gardens in the school

lunch program (p. 6, lines 4-5) and the proposed Hawaii-grown fresh fruit

and vegetable program. For DOE to receive reimbursement from USDA

for school meals, fresh produce must come from safety certified farms.

School gardens are not currently safety-certified. While produce from

school gardens could be served to students in the proposed Hawaii-grown

fresh fruit and vegetable program, providing such produce from sources

that are not safety certified would pose a risk to students.

In summary, we respectfully suggest that the bill be amended (a) to make

DOA the lead agency for the proposed farm-to-school program, (b) to

delete the proposed Hawaii-grown fresh fruit and vegetable program

unless funds will be appropriated to operate it, and (c) to provide that

produce from school gardens be utilized only if the garden is safety

certified.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify.
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STATE OF HAWAI[
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

SECONDARY STUDENT CONFERENCE PLANNING COMMITTEE
475 22~AVENUE. ROOM 117
HONOLULU, HAWAIi 96816

February 11, 2011

Testimony for RB 1380 HD 1, Relating to Hawaii-Grown Produce

The Secondary Student Conference (SSC) 2008 students support RB 1380 RD 1. The SSC is an

annual conference for secondary students from private and public secondary schools established

by Act 94. The purpose of SSC is to give students the opportunity to identi~’, discuss, and arrive

at recommended solutions to current youth problems. At SSC 2008 students adopted a similar

resolution #47 (see attached) that was developed into SB 1179 SD2 HD1 introduced in the 2009

Legislature. Attached are their letters of support for a State farm-to-school program.

Respectfully Submitted,

Susan Sato
State of Hawaii Department of Education Educational Specialist for Student Activities



2008 Secondary Student Conference

RESOuRCES AND FACILITIES
Resolution 47

1 CONCERNING: Requesting that there be increased appropriations to allow schools to
2 implement a farm-to-school program, which entails serving locally-grown,
3 more nutritious food and providing nutritional education in the State
4 of Hawaii.
5
6 WHEREAS, according to the Physicians Conunittee for Responsible Medicine, school lunch is
7 too high in fats and cholesterol and too low in dense nutrients. They recommend
8 significant changes to halt the rampant increases in obesity, hypertension, early-onset
9 diabetes and other chronic diseases in young people; and

10
11 WHEREAS, according to a two-year study conducted by cardiologist Dr. Arthur Agatston,
12 serving more nutritious school lunches leads to a significant increase in student academic
13 performance; and
14
15 WHEREAS, according to the U.S. Department of Agriculture, the cost of imported food is
16 expected to rise substantially in the following years. This year alone, it is expected to rise
17 1-15% compared to last year; and
18
19 WHEREAS, according to the Sustainable Living Institute of Maui, Hawaii imports 90% of its
20 food, pays 66% more than the national average for food, and has only seven days worth
21 of food. Their assessment strongly recommends a decrease in importation and increase in
22 local production; and
23
24 WHEREAS, according to Laura Weldon, author of Free Range Learning, because local farmers
25 will find it more and more difficult to export their products as the price of transportations
26 increases, serving locally grown food at schools will be fmancially beneficial for farmers
27 and healthful for students; and
28
29 WHEREAS, according to the School Nutrition Association, there are already 8776 schools in 40
30 states that are using some form of a farm-to-school program, providing fresher produce,
31 increasing opportunities for nutrition education, and stabilizing market revenues for
32 farmers. This program has also been proven to increase participation among students and
33 teachers, fruit and vegetable intake, and cafeteria revenues; therefore
34
35 BE IT RESOLVED, that the 2008 Hawaii Secondary Students Conference recommends that the
36 Hawaii State Legislature provide increased appropriations to facilitate the
37 implementation of a more nutritious, healthful food initiative modeled after the farm to
38 school program; and
39
40 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be forwarded to the Governor of
41 the State of Hawaii, Department of Education, School Community Council, School
42 Principals, and Student Councils.
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State of Hawaii
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

1428 South King Street
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TESTIMONY OF RUSSELL S. KOKUBUN
CHAIRPERSON, BOARD OF AGRICULTURE

BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2011
TIME 2:05 PM

CONFERENCE ROOM 309

HOUSE BILL NO. 1380, H.D. 1
RELATING TO HAWAII-GROWN PRODUCE

Chairperson Takumi and Members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to Comment ofl House Bill No. 1 380,.H.D. 1. The

purpose of this bill is to encourage the use of local produce in Hawaii schools by

establishing a farm4o-school program and a Hawaii-grown fresh fruit and vegetable

program in the Department of Education; and by authorizing schools to grow food in

school gardens for consumption in schools.

The Department of Agriculture supports the overall intent of this bill to increase

procurement of locally-grown fruits and vegetables by public schools and recognizes

that this measure moves forward the mission of the department.

The Department appreciates the comments added by the House Committee on

Agriculture regarding concern with the provisions of ACT175, SLH 2009, which removed

the exemption for fresh meats and produce from Chapter 1 03D, Hawaii Public

Procurement Code, Hawaii Revised Statutes, which impact the provisions of this bill.



House Bill No. 1380
Page 2

The Department remains a strong supporter of the “Buy Local” concept. As

provided in this measure, the Department of Education, the Department of Health, the

Department of Accounting and General Services, and the Department of Human

Services will also play prominent roles in the determination of this bill. Thus, the

Department defers to the comments from these departments.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill.
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To: Rep. Roy Takum, Chair, Education Committee

I”J F)?SSD Rep. Della Au Belatti, Vice Chair, Education Committee
Hawaii Nutrition and

Physical Aativit~ Coalition
Date: February 14, 2011 2:05 p.m., HCR 309 (State Capitol)

Re: SupportforHsl38o

My name is Jennifer Dang, State Director of the Hawaii Nutrition and Physical Activity Coalition. My
organization’s mission is to improve the health of Hawaii’s people by changing policies, systems and
environments so that opportunities for healthy eating and active living are equally available to all.

NPAC strongly supports First Lady Michelle Obama’s Let’s Move Campaign’s call for “Better Food, More
Activity.” Over the past 30 years, childhood obesity rates in America have tripled. Today, almost one in
every three children in our nation is overweight or obese. In Hawaii, over 28% of our kindergarteners are
overweight or obese, with disproportionately higher incidence in children of Hawaiian or Pacific Island
ancestry. If we don’t solve this problem now, one third of all children born in 2000 or later will suffer
from diabetes at some point in their lives. Many others will face a lifetime of chronic obesity-related
health problems like heart disease, high blood pressure, cancer, and asthma which will cost our country
over $ 139 billion in healthcare cost. It is predicted that this current generation of children will have
shorter life spans than their parents. -

This is why I strongly support the intent of HB13SO. Improving the school food environment is one way
to change what our children are eating at a systemic, institutional level. We need to make the healthy
choice, the first choice, regardless of the students’ social economic status.

Farm to School is an initiative that encompasses three main components:
1. Procuring, cooking and consuming locally grown fruits and vegetables
2. Connecting kids to local farmers so they know where their food is coming from.
3. Integrating gardening, cooking and nutrition throughout the school’s core curriculum,

particularly math, science, history, environmental education and English.

The Berkeley Unified School District initiated a Farm to School program throughout the district. They
studied 238 students as they progressed from fourth and fifth grade into middle school and over three
years, compared the students’: 1) knowledge about nutrition, food and the environment; 2) attitudes
towards healthy eating and environmental responsibility; and 3) eating behaviors.

An evaluation conducted by the University of California Berkeley recently published found that younger
students in schools with a fully implemented Farm to School program increased their fruit and vegetable
consumption by 1.5 servings a day, while schools without the Farm to School program decreased their
intake by nearly a quarter serving. Preference for fruits and vegetables, particularly green leafy
vegetables was greater in schools with highly developed components. The test group also scored higher
on nutrition tests.

Hawaii needs to start institutionalizing Farm to School programs in our schools. We must pass HB1380
but with these important amendments:



1. Farm-to-school program. (a) There is established in the department of education a farm-to-school
pilot program, to be established in a minimum of three schools or school complexes for three years. The
purpose of the pilot program is to increase procurement of locally-grown fruits and vegetables by
selected public schools.

2. Recommend that a study measuring the impact of the farm-to-school pilot program be conducted
by departments such as CTAHR, DOH, and DOA with data provided by DOE.

3. School participating in the Farm-to-School pilot program will be exempt from Act 175, SLH 2009
which removed the exemption of fresh produce from Chapter 103D, Hawaii Public Procurement Code,
HRS. In other words, for these certain schools, produce will be exempt from procurement code that
have actually had a detrimental effect on procuring local fruits and vegetables.

4. Amend Section 4. This Act shall take effect on July 1,2011.

I also suggest that lawmakers:

1. Delete the proposed Hawaii-grown fresh fruit and vegetable program from this bill, since the current
USDA FFV program allows schools to purchase locally grown FFV already.

2. Delete the proposed farmers to food banks pilot prograhi, since there will be no funds from USDA or
DHS to support it.

With these amendments, there should be minimal financial impact on DOE.

Let’s try to work out the bureaucratic barriers that prevent our school children from having the best
possible fresh food, and let us teach them how to eat healthier.

Jennifer Dang, State Director



NFAC
Hawaii Nuhition and
Phys~cai Activity Coalition

RE: HB1380 HD1 Establishes a farm-to-school program in the department of education
to increase the procurement of locally grown fruits and vegetables....
Before the House Committee on Education: 2/14/11, 2:05pm, Rm 309

Position: In Support, with Proposed Amendments

Organization: Hawaii County Nutrition and Physical Activity Coalition (NPAC)

From: Kathie Pomeroy, Hawaii County NPAC Coordinator
A Project of the John A. Bums School of Medicine, Office of
Public Health Studies, Funded by the Tobacco Settlement Fund,
Healthy Hawaii Initiative, & HI DOH

To: Chair Mr. Takumi, Vice Chair Ms. Au Bellati, and Members of the Education
Committee

Hawaii County NPAC recommends the following amendments which would make
HB138OHD1 effective and utilize existing resources:

1. Farm to School Pilot Program: Established in the Department of Education a farm-
to-school pilot program, including aminimum of three schools or three school complexes
for three years. The purpose of the pilot program is to increase procurement of locally-
grown fruits and vegetables by selected public schools.
2. Farm to School Pilot Program Study: This study, conducted by departments such as
CTAHR, DOH, and DOA with data provided by the DOE, will measure the impact of the
Farm to School Pilot Program,
3. Exemption from Policy Constraints: All schools participating in the Farm to School
pilot program will be exempt from Act 175, SLH 2009 which removed the exemption of
fresh produce from Chapter 1 03D, Hawaii Public Procurement Code, HRS.
4. Amend Section 4 of HB 1380 to state: “This Act shall take effect on July 1, 2011.”

Hawaii County NPAC also suggests:
I. Delete the proposed Hawaii-grown fresh fruit and vegetable program from this bill as
the current USDA FFV program allows schools to purchase locally grown FFV already.
NPAC is currently doing this in Hawaii County.
2. Delete the proposed Farmers to Food Banks pilot program, since there will be no funds
from USDA or DHS to support it.



NPAC
Hawaii Nubtibn and
Physicat ActMty Coalition

RE: 1181380 ND! Establishes a frrm-to-school program in the department ofeducation
to increase the procurement of locally grown fruits and vegetables....

Before the House Committee on Education
Monday, February 14,2011
Time 2:05pm
Conference Room 309

Position: In Support; with Proposed Amendments

Organization: Hawaii County Nutrition and Physical Activity Coalition

Testifier: Kathie Pomeroy, Hawaii CountyNPAC Coordinator

Aloha Chair Mr. Takumi, Vice Chair Ms. Au Bellati, and Members of the Education
Committee

Statewide, the Nutrition and Physical Activity Coalition (NPAC) works to address the
obesity epidemic and concomitant diseases by advancing policies that enable people to
make healthier diet and exercise choice~. In Hawaii County, NPAC promotes ease of
implementation of the USDA Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program (FFVP) and promotion
of Hawaii grown produce to elementary school students via the USDA FFVP program.
We work with the Office ofHawaii Child Nutrition, schools (both DOE and Charter),
policy makers, farmers, processors, distributors, and the Hawaii Island School Garden
Network, all important players in Hawaii’s emerging Farm to School movement

It is extremely important to pass HBI38OHD1 with some amendments for both the
development ofFarm to School and for Hawaii’s food security. The long-term goals (5-
10 years) ofFarm to School p~ happen ifwe start now in a three-pronged fashion via
this bill:
1. Address policy and procurement issues including but not limited to: the DOE
(particularly School Food Authorities), DOA, DOH, and Food Safety hurdles.
2. Develop agricultural infrastructure including supply (especially from small farms),
processing fucilities, and distribution capacity.
3. Increase demand by students and grow future fanners by supporting school gardens,
including physical activity in the garden, and by promoting Hawaii grown produce via
the existing and “permanently” mandated TJSDA FFVP. Kokua Foundation’s upcoming
“Snack Program Toolkit” highlighting 24 local crops if a perfect adjunct for this.



Page 2, Testimony in support ofHB13SOHDJ, by Hawaii County NPAC

Hawaii County NPAC recommends the following amendments which would make
HB13SOHD1 effective and utilize existing resources:

$?at (?~niwnomr\LD.
Kathie Pomeroy, Nfl, NPAC Coordinator
Hawaii County Nutrition and Physical Activity Coalition: www.npachawaiicounty.com
A Project of the John A. Bums School of Medicine, Office of Public Health Studies
Funded by the Tobacco Settlement Fund, Healthy Hawaii Initiative,
and the Hawaii Department ofHealth

1. Farm to School Pilot Program: Established in the Department of Education a farm-
to-school pilot program, including a minimum of three schools or three school complexes
for three years. The purpose ofthe pilot program is to increase procurement of locally-
grown fruits and vegetables by selected public schools.
2. Farm to School Pilot Program Study: This study, conducted by departments such as
CTAHR, DOE, and DOA with data provided by the DOE, will measure the impact of the
Farm to School Pilot Program,
3. Exemption from Policy Constraints: All schools participating in the Farm to School
pilot program will be exempt from Act 175, SLH 2009 which removed the exemption of
fresh produce from Chapter 103D, Hawaii Public Procurement Code, HRS.
4. Amend Section 4 of HB13SO to state: “This Act shall take effect on July 1, 2011.”

Hawaii County NPAC also suggests: -

1. Delete the proposed Hawaii-grown fresh fruit and vegetable program from this bill as
the current USDA FFV program allows schools to purchase locally grown FFV already.
NPAC is currently doing this in Hawali County.
2. Delete the proposed Farmers to Food Banks pilot program, since there will be no funds
from USDA or DHS to support it.

On a personal note, my husband and I own a 16 acre farm in North Kohala and, against
all odds, have managed to promote ag rather than real estate with the land. I am a
commissioner on the Hawaii County Mayor’s Agricultural Advisory Commission, and so
am very familiar with all the ag issues surrounding recommendations that the other 11
commissioners bring to Mayor Kenoi and the Dept. ofResearch and Development. This
state is a long way from food self-sufficiency and a viable agricultural economy, but it
can and must happen. Passing HB I 380HD1 with these proposed amendments is an
important initial step in a long and multifaceted process. IfHawaii County is to become
the future bread basket for the state, one component that is needed is farmers. The Dept
of Education can support agricultural entrepreneurship by developing viable contracts
with the existing Hawaii farmers and by paving the way to Farm to School.

Respectfully,
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Conference Room 309

TESTIMONY TO
THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

RE: HB 1380 — ReIatin~ to Hawaii-Grown Produce

Chair Takumi, Vice Chair Au Belatti, and Members of the Committee:

My name is Robert Witt, executive director of the Hawaii Association of Independent
Schools (HATS), which represents 99 private and independent schools in Hawaii and
educates over 33,000 students statewide.

HATS supports the intent of House Bill 1380 and finds that the aspirations expressed in
this measure are in many cases aligned with the goals of our own new farm-to-school
initiative, GROW HAWAII.

Nevertheless, we are very concerned that this measure may be requiring the DOE and
DOA to be in compliance with some very noble and urgently needed goals without
enough “readiness” or internal “capacity.”

Whereas the DOE and HATS and its various partners are moving in the direction outlined
in this measure, this may be the kind of situation where “too much, too soon,” is being
asked of a department already stretched to the limit, with regard to human and financial
resources.

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify.
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Committee on Education
Representative Roy Takumi, Chair
Representative Della Au Belatti, Vice Chair

Hearing:
February 14,2011,2:05 p.m.
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 309

RE: HR 1380, HIM — Relating to Hawaii—Grown Produce

Testimony in Support — With Proposed Amendments

Chair Takumi, Vice Chair Belatti, and members of the Committee on Education. Thank you for
the opportunity to testify in strong support ofHBl38O, HD1 which establishes the farm-to-school
program in the Department of Education to increase the procurement of locally-grown fruits and
vegetables.

For over 60 years, the American Cancer Society in Hawaii has been leading the battle against
cancer. We have made much progress in saving lives through early detection and new cutting edge
treatments as a result of ongoing research. Research, has shown that obesity increases the risk of
multiple health conditions, including diabetes, hypertension and number of cancers.

Obesity is a serious health concern for children and adolescents. Results from the 2007-2008
National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey, using measured heights and weights, indicate
that an estimated 17% of children and adolescents ages 2-19 years are obese. Among pre-school
age children 2-5 years of age, obesity increased from 5 to 10.4%; among 6-11 year olds from 6.5
to 19.6%; and among adolescents aged 12-19 from 5 to 18.1%.

Alarmingly, obese children and adolescents are more likely to become obese as adults. One
study found that approximately 80% of children who were overweight at aged 10—15 years
were obese adults at age25 years. Another study found that 25%~ of obese adults were
overweight as children. Clearly something has to be done. Accoding to the CDC in 2003,
Hawaii’s childhood obestity rate was 13.3%. In 2007. it morc than doubled to 28.5%.

American Cancer Society Hawaii Pacific, Inc., 2370 N&uanu Avenue, Honoluhi, Hawaii 96817-1714
•Phone: (808) 595-7500 .Fax: (808) 595-7502 .24-Hour Cancer Info: (800) 227-2345 •http://wwwcancer.org



We believe that providing fresh, locally-grown fruit and vegetables in school, especially
elementary school, is a very good first start. In the same breath, we acknowledge the Department
of Agriculture’s concerns regarding ACT 175. However this bill, as we see it, could be an
important opportunity to study the actual impact that providing fresh fruits and vegetables could
have on obesity rates in ow public schools. We believe that Section 2 of this bill — “Farmers to
food banks pilot program” could be further amended to reflect the following:

• A limited, four year pilot program in a cluster (three to five) of schools within a certain
geographical area within the state.

• During the term of the pilot program, those schools participating would be exempt from
procurement code provisions regarding purchasing of fresh fruits and vegetables from local
farmers.

• That the Department of Education apply for a Childhood Obesity Research Demonstration
Grant from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to find and evaluate the pilot
program. Additional funding could be obtained from the Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation.

In moving forward, we would like to see the Department of Education take a leadership role in
curbing childhood obesity in Hawaii. This bill, if amended, would give the DOE the authority and
more importantly, the tools to begin addressing the growing obesity epidemic among our children.

Thank you for the opportuntiy to provide testimony regarding this important issue.

Respectfully,

4)4/
George S. Massengale, JD
Director of Government Relations



Sierra Club
Hawaii Chapter
70 Box 2577, Honolulu, HI 96803
aOa.53a6016 hawailchapter@5ierracIuk.org

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

February 14, 2011, 2:05 RM.
(Testimony is 2 pages long)

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 1380 (HDI)

Aloha Chair Takumi and Members of the Committee:

The Sierra Club, Hawaii Chapter, with 8000 dues paying members and supporters statewide,
supports HB 1380 (HD 1). This measure encourages the growth and ãonsumption of locally-
grown fruits and vegetables in Hawai’i schools.

The Hawaii State Constitution, article XI, section, is explicit about the need to “conserve and
protect agricultural lands, promote diversified agriculture, increase self-sufficiency,” and the
obligation to “assure the availability of agricultural suitable lands.” Despite this rather clear
directive, Hawai ‘ i has moved in the wrong direction. We import approximately eighty-five
percent of our food. Currently, Hawaii has a fresh supply of produce for no more than ten days.
Ninety per cent of the beef; sixty-seven per cent of fresh vegetables, sixty-five per cent of fresh
fruits, and seventy per cent of all milk consumed in the state are imported.

Further; over the past 50 years, approximately 53% of Class A and B lands have been reclassified
to urban use. On Oahu alone, almost 4,000 acres of prime farmland have been reclassified in the
past 20 years.

Our current strategy for increasing diversified agriculture and promoting self-sufficiency plainly
isn’t working. The definition of stupidity is doing the same thing over again and expecting
different results. Plainly Hawai’i needs to look at new solutions.

HB 1380 (HD1) is a small, but important step to building Hawai’i’s food self-sufficiency.
Giving local growers exposure to new markets helps ensure long-term viability. It also educates
our keiki to appreciate locally-grown food and hopeffilly creates long-term eating habits.

0 Recycled Content Robert D. Harris, Director



Sierra Club Testimony on HR 1380 (HD1) Page 2

This program needs funding. We strongly suggest looking to the Food and Energy Security Fund
as a sources of funds. FIB 1019 or HB 1386 are both vehicles that could readily incorporate and
fund this program. And, as this program grows, we could potentially look at ways to incentivize
distributors to assist with food inspection, preparation, and delivery.

Mahalo for the opportunity to testii5,.

0 Recycled Content Robert D. Harris, Director
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TESTIMONY

H.B. 138011D1 Relating to Hawaii Grown Produce

Chair Takumi and Members of the Committee;

Hawaii Farm Bureau Federation on behalf of our farth and ranch families
and organizations supports with amendments, HB138O HD1, starting a
Farm to School program.

Last year, HFBF worked with the Legislature to clari& Hawaii’s
procurement law. We found it frustrating that very few of our farmers and
ranchers were able to enter the State procurement system. HFBF has come
before this body many times, with bills requiring increased use of local
products in the State procurement system. During those hearings, the
procurement office objected stating that agricultural products were exempted
from the procurement process so the request was unreasonable. We did not
understand the discrepancy.

Annually, HFBF had supported HDOA’s request to the procurement office to
exempt Hawaii agricultural products from the procurement process. While
the justification was that it.would allow payment at higher prices, it also
provided a condition that the Office was not required to consider local
agricultural products. The Bill passed, removed the exemption and required
the consideration of local products. Existing laws have other preferential
requirements that would need to be considered. By being part of the
procurement process, all of these requirements would be in effect. It took us
a while to understand this as it was exactly in opposition to what we had been
told in the past. Since the passage of the Bill, we have had objections from
many entities including the Department of Education that asked that we
repeal the law.

Unless the procurement process is remedied, the intent of this program will
face challenges. We agree with the measure that the opportunity is huge.
The new federal dietary guidelines for schoolnutrition provides
opportunities for our farmers and ranchers. However, they must be able to
sell into the system



We suggest an amendment to the Farm to School Program of this measure including
the Department of Education Food Service department, procurement office in the
process.

We strongly support the collaborative efforts proposed in this measure for without it
good intentions may fail. HFBF requests your support of this measure with
amendments as suggested. We appreciate your consideration and am willing to work
with you to implement this measure. If there are any questions, please contact
Warren Watanabe at 2819718. Thank you.



EDNtestimony

From: maiIinglist~capitoLhawaN.gov
Sent: Sunday, February 13, 2011 8:37 PM
To: EDNtestimony
Cc: jacinthow001@hawaN.rr.com
Subject: Testimony for HB1 380 on 2/14/2011 2:05:00 PM

Testimony for EDN 2/14/2011 2:05:00 PM HB1380

Conference room: 309
Testifier position: support
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: William C. Jacintho
Organization: Maui Cattlemen’s Association
Address:
Phone:
E-mail: jacinthow001~hawaii.rr.com
Submitted on: 2/13/2011

Comments:
Supports with reservations. We would like to see meats and poultry included in a bill that
establishes the farm-to-school program in the department of education, Unfortunately, these
have not been included in this House Bill. The Hawaii beet industry has been looking into
supplying markets like this. Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment.

1



Monday, February 14. 2011
2:05 p.m.

Testimony to The House Committee on Agriculture
RE: HB 1380HD1 — Relating to Hawai’i-Grown Produce

Aloha Chair Tsuji, Vice CI~air Hashem, and Members of the Committee:

I am the Director of the Hawai’i Island School Garden Network representing 50 Network
School Garden Members on Hawai’i Island in public/private/charter schools K-12 serving
over 5,000 students. I am also a member of the Hawai’i School Garden Hui, a coalition of
Island School Garden Networks, the Hawai’i Association of Independent Schools, Ma’o
Organic Farms, Hoa ‘Ama 0 Makaha, and the Healthy Hawai’i Initiative. I am on the
steering committee of the Hawai’i Island Nutrition and Physical Activity Coalition (NPAC)
whose focus this year is the USDA Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program, and on the Board of
Slow Food Hawai’i, whose focus is School Garden/Farm to School Program support.

I support the intent of HB 1380 to establish a Farm to School Program within the
Department of Education. The concept of linking schools with local farmers to provide
fresher, tastier, and healthier school meals should be part of a healthy school environment.
The bill is intended to develop policies and procedures to implement the program, but does
not include a firnded Farm to School Coordinator position within DOE or DOA. Without
a funded staff position within the department, the organizing and implementation of a new
and far reaching agriculture economic development program would be extremely difficult.

Increasing the number of schools funded to procure fresh fruit and vegetable snacks, over
and above the cu~ent number funded through the USDA Fresh Fruit and Vegetable
Program (FFVP) would certainly increase fruit and vegetable consumption at school. The
one-two year grant program could be administrated through the Office ofHawai’i Child
Nutrition Programs at the Department of Education. Increasing the number of schools that
may participate will “potentially” increase the amount of locally produced fresh fruits and
vegetables purchased for the program. This will help to improve student nutrition and open
the door for creating pathways between Hawaii’s farms and the Department of Education
Food Services that will be necessary to create a Farm to School Program.

School Gardens are an integral part of any Farm to School Program. However, School
Garden Programs are in their beginning stages, and are created as “teaching and

P0 Box 437462 Kamuela, Hawai’i 96743 I 808,887.6411 I F.808.885.6707 I info~âikoha1acenter.org
www.kohalacenter.org
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educational” gardens rather than as production gardens for the cafeteria. If the department
wishes to move in this direction, we must first establish and support School Gardens in our
public, private, and charter schools before we can ask them to be “production gardens.”
That idea is not out of the question, especially in our High School Agriculture Programs,
however support and capacity needs to be built into the system first, before we can have this
level of production and consumption.

I think the farmer to food bank pilot program would require a large amount of subsidy
finding. Funding educational programs that would “educate communities to grow food
and establish community gardens” would encourage Food Bank participants to grow food
for themselves and their ohana for the long term and would increase food sustainability in
Hawai’i. Also, I suggest the amendments below:

Farm-to-school program. (a) There is established in the department of education
and in the Department of Agriculture a farm-to-school pilot program, to be
established in a minimum of three schools or school complexes for three years.
The purpose of the pilot program is to increase procurement of locally-grown
fruits and vegetables by selected public schools.
l.A study measuring the impact of the farm-to-school pilot program will be

conducted by departments such as CTAHR, DOH, and DOA with data
provided by DOE and participating schools.

School participating in the Farm-to-School pilot program will be exempt from Act
175, SLH 2009 which removed the exemption of fresh produce from Chapter
103D, Hawaii Public Procurement Cpde, HRS

Thank You for this opportunity to comment on HE 1380

Aloha,

Nancy Redfeather
Director
Hawai’i Island School Garden Network
The Kohala Center
808-322-2801
nredfeather~kohalacenter.org

P0 Box 437462 I Kaniuela, Hawai’i 96743 I 808.887.6411 F.808.885.6707 I inft46kohalacenter.org I
www.kohalacenter.org

THE KOH lEER



ED Ntesti mony

From: mailinglist~capitol.hawaH.gov
Sent: Saturday, February 12, 2011 5:06 PM
To: EDNtestimony
Cc: amybrinker~mac.com
Subject: Testimony for HB1380 on 2/14/2011 2:05:00 PM

Testimony for EDN 2/14/2011 2:05:00 PM HB13SO

Conference room: 309
Testifier position: support
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Amy K. Brinker
Organization: Individual
Address:
Phone:
E-mail: amybrinIcer~mac.com -

Submitted on: 2/12/2011

Comments:
Great bill! Exactly the type of solution we need in our state at this time.

I strongly support this bill.

Mahalo nui,
Amy K. Brinker
William S. Richardson School of Law, JD Candidate 2011 President, Student Bar Association
Founder, Indigenize the Law
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EoNtestimony

From: maiIingIist~capitoI.hawaN.gov
Sent: Sunday, February 13, 2011 1:01 PM
To: EDNtestimony
Cc: mheidel@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: Testimony for HB1380 on 211412011 2:05:00 PM

Testimony for EDN 2/14/2011 2:05:00 PM HB13SO

Conference room: 309
Testifier position: support
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Marian Heidel
Organization: Individual
Address:
Phone:
E-mail: mheidel(àthawaii. rr.com
Submitted on: 2/13/2011

Comments:
Our children should eat as healthily as possible. And Hawaii should grow its own food as
much as possible. These days we see more and more interest in growing and eating locally
from the general public. Many school children are working in school gardens or at home and
we adults should back their efforts by setting good examples and supporting the cause.
Please do all you can, Legislators, to enable our growers and encourage the eating of fresh,
local food.. .especially for our growing children.

Marian Heidel, Kailua, 96734

1



E DNtestimony

From: mailinglist©capitol.hawafl.gov
Sent: Sunday, February 13, 2011 10:29 PM
To: EDNtestimony
Cc: jacque.Ieinau~gmaiLcom
Subject: Testimony for HB1 380 on 2/14/2011 2:05:00 PM

Testimony for EDN 2/14/2011 2:05:00 PM HB1380

Conference room: 309
Testifier position: support
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Jacqueline Leinau
Organization: Individual
Address:
Phone:
E-mail: jacgue.leinau(~gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/13/2011

Comments:

1



EDNtestimony

From: maiIingIist~capitoI.hawaH.gov
Sent: Sunday, February 13, 2011 10:29 PM
To: EDNtestiniony
Cc: josh.leinau~gmail.com
Subject: Testimony for H81380 on 2/14)2011 2:05:00 PM

Testimony for EDN 2/14/2011 2:05:00 PM HB1380

Conference room: 309
Testifier position: support
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Joshua Leinau
Organization: Individual
Address:
Phone:
E-mail: -josh.1einau(~gmail.com
Submitted on: 2/13/2011

Comments:

1



EDNtestimony

From: maihnglist©capitol.hawaN.gov
Sent: Sunday, February 13, 2011 10:32 PM
To: EDNtestimony
Cc: pupukea@live.com
Subject: Testimony for HB1380 on 2/14/2011 2:05:00 PM

Testimony for EDN 2/14/2011 2:05:00 PM HB1380

Conference room: 309
Testifier position: support
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Tanya Molina
Organization: Individual
Address:
Phone:
E-mail: pupukea~live.com
Submitted on: 2/13/2011

Comments:

1



EDNtestimony

From: maiIingIist~capitoIhawaH.gov
Sent: Sunday, February 13, 2011 10:32 PM
To: EDNtestimony
Cc: annegeertman~gmaiI.com
Subject: Testimony for HB1380 on 2/14/2011 2:05:00 PM

Testimony for EDN 2/14/2011 2:05:00 PM HB1380

Conference room: 309
Testifier position: support
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Anne Geertman
Organization: Individual
Address:
Phone:
E-mail: annegeertman~gmail corn
Submitted on: 2/13/2011

Comments:

1



December 6, 2008
From: Christine Badua, Central District-Radford High School
Subject: Supporting Resolution 47 of the SSC Conference, allowing schools to serve locally grown food.

Aloha, I Christine Badua would like to ask you for your support on Resolution 47. Currently, schools are
serving lunches that are too high in fats and cholesterol as well as too low in nutrients, These lunches
should be Improved by nutritious, locally grown food; not only to feed students healthier meals but to
save these young people from the diverse diseases they’re susceptible to get from eating wrong.

The Hawaii State Board of Education agrees, as they passed a resolution supporting serving
more nutritious foods to attract students should take the initiative to take care of their health,
preventing them from diseases such as obesity, hypertension, early onset diabetes, and other chronic
diseases in young people. By serving more nutritious lunches it produces a significant increase in
students’ academic performance. Many locally grown foods are Imported from Maui, which I believe
may decrease importation and increase in local production.

Therefore? in order for Hawaii to become a healthy state it must take place in students, Without
allowing this to happen, kids our age will produce a higher number of diseases in the next ten to five
years, There are many small farmers that if they were to sell their produce they probably might have a
positive income, It supports a healthy lifestyle and takes a step toward sustainability, and I belive this is
the right choice because this connects to our roots and ancestry.

Thank you for your time and consideration, and I truly hope that you will support the Secondary Student
Conference’s Resolution 47.



December 6, 2008
From: Micah Matsurpoto, Central District-Aiea High School
Subject: Support of Resolution 47, to.implement a farm-to-school program in schools of Hawaii.

Hi, my name is Micah Matsumoto, senior from Mililani High School, and I am in full support of
Resolution 47, requesting that the schools of Hawaii implement a farm-t-school program, which entails
serving locally grown, more nutritious food in our lunches.

As stated in whereas statement 1, “According to the Physicians Committee for Responsible
Medicine, school lunch is too high in fats and cholesterol and too low in dense nutrients.” Regarding
this statement, I must agree because our school lunches are simply not high enough in nutrients. Also,
as stated in whereas statement 4, “the Sustainable Living Institute of Maui, Hawaii imports 90% of its
goods, pays 66% more than the national average.”

I am In full support of this resolution because with Hawaii paying 66% more than the National
Average, why not put that money towards Hawaii’s local produce companies? This will help our
economy in Hawaii on top of having healthier, more nutritious lunches. I am also in support of this
resolution because the obesity rate In Hawaii is one of the highest In the nation. So, I believe that this
resolution will help with this crisis in Hawaii because with more nutrients and healthy lunches we can
start the good eating habits in our schools.

I just want to thank you for taking the time to read this and go over Resolution 47. I hope you
will join me in support of this resolution.



December 6, 2008
From: Alesha Gooden, Central Oistrict-Aiea High School
Subject: Support of implementation of a farm-to-school program in Hawaii secondary school cafeterias.

Aloha! My name Is Alesha Gooden and I am currently a senior at Aiea High SCHOOL. Currently, school
cafeterias have vague regulations/guidelines for the food served by its account. Because of this,
students often receive meals that lack nutritional merit and are high in cholesterol and fat

In a world where health is increasingly valued, yet increasingly undermined, it is essential that
the youth of today are presented the opportunity to lead healthy, proactive lifestyles. Implementing a
farm-to-school program would not only improve the quality (and therefore, nutritional merit) of
cafeteria foods, but also the state of Hawaii’s economy. In these ties of economic strife, it is vital that
we do all we can to keep out local businesses afloat. By implementing a farm-to-school program we will
accomplish just this.

Thank you for your time and consideration, and I hope you will strongly support this effort.
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ED Ntestim o ny

From: maiIingIist~capitoI.hawafl.gov
Sent: Monday, February 14,2011 7:19AM
To: EDNtestimony
Cc: foodguy2009~gmaiI.oom
Subject: Testimony for HB1380 on 2/1412011 2:05:00 PM

Testimony for EDN 2/14/2011 2:05:00 PM HB1380

Conference room: 309
Testifier position: support
Testifier will be present: No
Submitted by: Dexter Kishida
Organization: Individual
Address:
Phone:
E-mail: foodguy2009(~gmail. corn
Submitted on: 2/14/2011

Comments:
I support an amended version of this bill. I propose deferring the farmer to food bank
program until the state has more funding, and starting the Hawaii Fresh Fruit and Vegetable
Program as a pilot with funding for just a few schools, with a plan to grow the program each
year.

I also feel it is essential to institutionalize a farm to school program in the DOE, to
create eco literate citiiens. Teaching kids where their food comes from and creating a
hands-on, real life, problem based learning experiences helps to create life long learners,
and not just ‘smart’ citizens.

Thank you.
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